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VI. — Notes of a Tour in Armenia in 1837. By K. E. 
Abbott, Esq. 

I had resided for nearly two years at Erzerum, in Armenia, 
when I quitted that city on my way to Persia — not taking, how- 
ever, the direct road, but one which should lead me into it by 
Kars, Gumri, Anni, and Kurghesman. The following is an 
itinerary of that part of my journey only. 

Saturday the 13th May, 1 837, found me and my party mounted. 
I had engaged seven horses for myself, a cavas or guard, a servant, 
two loads, and two surijis or postillions ; and, starting from 
Erzerum at one p.m., took the road to Hintz, leading at the foot 
of the hills on the eastern extremity of the plain. "We passed 
successively the villages Mudurghere (near which, on the hill- 
side, is an Armenian monastery of the same name), Tasmaczor, 
and Keusse Mehmet. Close to the last- mentioned is a pool of 
very cold water, which bubbles up with considerable force ; its 
depth is said to be great, and the taste of its waters unpleasant ; 
the natives have a notion that it contains a marine monster, hence 
its appellation of Aigher Gol. Passing this, our road soon 
became extremely bad, and the rain fell in torrents until we 
reached the village of Hintz, situated at 3 hours from Erzerum. 
I did not halt here, but, quitting the village, crossed some low 
hills behind it, and entered a small valley through which flows the 
rapid but, at this part, insignificant stream of the Euphrates, 
which we presently crossed by a stone bridge of one arch, after 
passing the little village of Tafta at 5 min. to 5 p.m. Our path 
led us up the side of the valley, and near the village Sclaweck, 
where we quitted the course of the stream, which wound through 
the hills on our right. Our direction had been N.N.E. up this 
valley. At ^-past 5 we again crossed the Euphrates' stream, and 
alighted at the village of Ghirreh Khusak, which contains ten or 
twelve Turkish families, and is situated at the head of another 
valley running N. and S., and having the above-mentioned stream 
gushing in a torrent down its steep descent. The source is at 
Domlu, about 2 hours off, where a small basin has been con- 
structed. The stream in its way down the hills is fed by nume- 
rous little springs, and before it reaches the western extremity of 
the plain of Erzerum it attains the width of about 30 paces. 

May l<lth. — We left Ghirreh Khusak this morning at about 
7 o'clock, and immediately ascended the hills behind the village. 
Passing through a narrow chasm at 1 min. past 7, our road led 
us in a north-easterly direction towards a broad valley, in which is 
situated the nearly deserted village of Kara Ghubeg, whose Ar- 
menian population retired with the Russian army at the conclusion 
of the last war : their habitations are now in ruins : a few Turkish 
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families alone remain. A lofty mountain rises immediately on 
the N. of this village, from which it derives its name. Our 
general bearing up this valley was N.E. till 25 min. past 8 a.m., 
when we turned off to E.N.E., and struck up the side of the 
hills, passing immediately afterwards a village on our left, and 
gradually taking a more northerly direction up the ascent. The 
high range of mountains called the Kerechli Tag were in our 
front, running N.W. to S.E., as well as I could judge. Our 
road led us over a stony country, almost unfit for cultivation, of 
which indeed none was visible, except immediately around the 
few villages we passed, and that evidently at the expense of great 
labour. Our direction once more leaned to the E. till we reached 
the village of Barr at -J-past 9 a.m. The ruined appearance of 
the place announced that it likewise had been deserted by its 
Armenian population : a few Turks are now its only inhabitants. 
Without halting here, we continued the ascent in a general direc- 
tion N.E. till J-past 10 a.m., when our path led us into a deep 
valley at the foot of the Kerechli mountains. We commenced 
the ascent at 10 min. to 11, our path leading us N. by E. till 
12 o'clock, when it altered to E.N.E., and became extremely 
steep. The mountains here produce a few firs and shrubs of 
stunted growth. At 12 min. past 12, having reached the highest 
part of our road, I looked at my barometer, which marked 22 - 2 ; 
centigrade therm. A. 9-J, D. 10 : this would make the elevation 
above the sea about 800 feet. Our road, however, did not by any 
means lead us over the highest part of this range — a neighbouring 
mountain on our left reared its summit far above us. The de- 
scent was long, and finally brought us into a valley, having a small 
stream through it, the windings of which we followed in a general 
direction of E. by N. This valley is, as will be seen, of great 
length ; its sides are thinly clothed with low shrubs, and as you 
descend to the village of Itt, its width increases considerably. We 
passed only one village before reaching Itt, which is situated 
nearly at the extremity of the valley, and which we entered at 10 
min. to 4 p.m. In and about this place I observed large rough 
blocks of white marble of a coarse description appearing above 
the surface of the ground. It does not appear that any search 
has ever been made here for a better quality of marble beneath 
the surface ; in fact, it could be of little use were it discovered in 
such a situation. 

Itt is a village of about 50 houses, occupied by Turks ; the few 
Armenians that were here emigrated with the Russians, though 
the latter did not pass immediately through this part of the 
country. 

\bth. — We started again at 10 min. to 7 a.m. with excellent 
horses, and were soon at the end of the valley A high range of 
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hills, called the Karkapasari Tag, runs nearly at right angles 
with the Itt valley, and a shallow stream, which is increased by 
the junction of the one the course of which to Itt we had yester- 
day followed, flows at its foot through another valley, along which 
we proceeded in a N.N.E. direction at a quick pace. We forded 
the stream twice in its windings, and at 20 min. past 8 passing it 
by a bridge, we soon after quitted it on our left, and proceeded 
N.E. by E. down the valley. The river flows to Nerman, a 
large village, near which we passed at 9 a.m. This place is at 2 J 
hours from Itt; the stream then flows to Altu 2J hours further. 
At ^-past 9 we entered a narrow ravine, winding E. and N.E., 
and presently ascended the hills by a path leading S.E. at first, 
afterwards N.N.E., and lastly S.S.E., near the village Teghdeh, 
until we attained the highest part of the road at £ to ] 2. My 
barometer here showed 2262; centigrade therm. A. 5-3, D. 4-5, 
in an observation taken during a heavy hail-storm. The sides of 
the hills we had just ascended were pleasingly varied with low 
shrubs and trees, whilst at the summit fir and pine abounded, 
though I did not observe any trees of large girth. Timber of 
large size is procured a few hours off, in the Soghanli Tag, 
for the supply of the country below. Winding in an easterly 
direction down the hills, which abound also on this side with small 
firs and pines, at 1 2 o'clock we passed a collection of huts called 
Persun, and soon after the descent became so steep, as to oblige 
us to alight from our horses and walk down, during which we 
were overtaken by another hail-storm. At 10 min. to 1 p.m. we 
arrived at the Turkish village Taprak, situated on the side of the 
hill, and after refreshing our cattle until 2 p.m., continued the 
descent into a deep and narrow valley, having a torrent gushing 
with impetuosity through it, which at times scarce left room on 
either side for a path. Shrubs of various kinds, but especially the 
barberry grew in profusion in this valley, many of them were in 
blossom, and wild flowers were scattered along our path. The 
slope down the valley was very considerable ; we reached its 
extremity at 3 p.m., and passing the stream by a wooden bridge, 
immediately ascended another, which ran at first S.S.W., and 
had also a torrent flowing through it, uniting with the one we 
had just quitted, and passing, I am told, to Tenak, a neighbouring 
cassaba, and thence to Ardahan. Our path up the valley obliged 
us to cross and recross the torrents three times by wooden bridges. 
As we advanced, it took a more southerly direction. It abounds, 
like the one we had just quitted, with bushes and trees, and is 
cultivated wherever there is any clear ground, though I saw no 
habitations in it. At 10 min. to 5 p.m. we reached its extremity, 
which is abruptly formed by the Chakker Baba hills, running at 
right angles with it, which obliged us to turn E. up another valley, 
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still ascending the torrent. At J-past 5 we wound up the side of 
the hill S.E., and presently alighted at Bardos, a cassaba curiously 
situated on and around a promontory, at the foot of which winds 
the stream. Its summit is crowned with a fort, now crumbling 
to pieces with age. The inhabitants are entirely Mohammedans, 
consisting of about 1 50 families, who have a bad reputation in the 
country. 

16<A. — We quitted Bardos this morning at £ to 7. Unable to 
procure a sufficient number of fresh horses, we were obliged to 
take on three of those we rode yesterday. Crossing the stream 
by a bridge our road led up the valley through which it flows 
from the eastward, and at 7h. 35m. a.m. we passed through the 
village of Ghoreshkeh, from which we proceeded N.E. by E. 
I presently afterwards had the mortification to discover that my 
watch having got out of order, could be of no further service on 
the journey, and having no other, I could make no very accurate 
estimate of distances for the remainder of the way. On our right 
we had the Soghanli mountains, which at this part have only a 
sprinkling of fir-trees ; and on our left were barren hills. We 
presently ascended the former in a direction E.S.E., where we 
overtook a string of arabas (carts) toiling up the ascent, loaded 
with long wooden pails made in the villages below, and intended 
for sale at Kars. Our road led us over a part of the hills clothed 
with small pines and firs, and gaining the summit at no great 
height, we had a view of a great portion of the Soghanli range, 
which in some parts is densely clothed with firs. From this 
point we made a long and gradual descent in an E.N.E. direction 
towards the plain of Kars, a tract of immense extent, which 
having reached, we presently passed the village Chepak, reck- 
oned to be distant 7 hours from Kars. The most remarkable 
feature about the plain on this side is the great scarcity of villages, 
and almost entire want of cultivation. Hands are wanting to 
render it productive of aught but pasturage, whilst the nature of 
the soil, and the abundance of water at the S. extremity of the 
plain, would seem to ensure to the cultivator the most abundant 
crops. Crossing in a direction N.E. by E. some low hills, we 
reached a village called Hoshapunah, 2 hours from Chepak. 
Here I obtained a view of the cone of Ararat, bearing S.E. of us. 
Its base was screened from sight by intervening mountains, and 
as we approached Kars we gradually lost the view of the cone 
itself. Another hour's ride brought us to the village of Siiutlu, 
situated on a rivulet which flows into the plain from the N. from a 
place in the mountains called Zileji. We passed near five or 
six villages more as we approached Kars, and reaching the river 
which flows through the latter place, and which is here about 25 
paces wide, followed its course for £ an hour before we entered 
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the town. The houses without the walls occupy both banks of 
the stream, which here flows in a wide but shallow bed, having 
two well-built bridges thrown across it. The citadel is on an 
elevated rock, separated from the mountains behind by a deep 
ravine, through which the river passes. The walls appear to have 
been constructed at different periods. A long inscription in Ar- 
menian, surmounted by a cross, may be seen on one part of them, 
and there are several others in Turkish characters over the gate- 
way. I observed in another part the figures of two animals facing 
each other ; one resembled a tiger, but the other was too much 
defaced to be pronounced upon. The place contains about 2000 
families, of which but few are Christians ; 700 nizams (regulars) 
and 300 sipahis (irregular horse) are the military force of this 
pashalik, though I understand the number of the latter is to be 
increased ; they are all quartered in and about Kars. The 
Russians in the late war remained here nearly two years, having 
occupied the place several months before they marched to Erze- 
rum. It held out against them seven days, which is rather sur- 
prising, considering the weakness of the fortifications and the want 
of a regular garrison ; but the Russians appear to have been ill- 
provided with artillery, for their fire did no injury to the walls of 
the city, though they bear the marks of a few of the Russian shot. 
A respectable Turkish merchant with whom I lodged, spoke in 
terms of praise of the general conduct of the Russians during their 
occupation of this place. 

Kars is the seat of a pasha of two tails, who usually receives his 
appointment direct from the Porte ; he is independent of any other 
governor in matters connected with the civil administration of the 
affairs of his own pashalik, but the present governor of Erzerum, 
being a seraskier (commander-in-chief), has the control of all that 
relates to the military establishment. 

The town of Kars, though small, has the appearance of being 
a very busy one. It is a place of transit for Georgian produce, and 
that of Erivan into Turkey, and of Turkish goods from Erzerum to 
the Russian possessions, consequently a great many strangers visit 
it. The trade, however, in European produce is of small import- 
ance, but there is a considerable mart here for the manufactures 
of Turkey, which are exchanged for the productions of the Rus- 
sian provinces, or for those of the pashalik itself, which consist 
principally of wheat and barley in great quantities; both articles 
are usually exceedingly cheap and good. 

[9th. — I quitted Kars at about 8 o'clock this morning, and 
proceeded in an easterly direction along the plain. The Childir 
range bounds it on the N.E., running N.W. and S.E., and is not 
a very high one, though the snow still lay in large quantities on 
some parts. I was told that there are about 200 villages scattered 
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along these mountains on this side, which belongs to Turkey, 
whilst the opposite side is in possession of the Russians. The 
Kars river skirts the plain on the N. and N.E. side, and there 
crossing its eastern extremity mixes with the Arpa Chai, after 
which the united streams fall into the Arras some way to the east- 
ward of Kurghesman. The part of the plain over which our road 
led us for the first few hours is barren and nearly deserted, in 
consequence of the scarcity of water. The few villages which are 
found on it are obliged to depend on the supply of water they may 
be able to collect when it rains. This was the case with one, and 
the only one, we passed in the space of 3 hours' journey from 
Kars ; it is called Kilfoglu, and here I had an opportunity of 
examining a plough of a different and more complicated construc- 
tion than any I had before seen in Turkey. It consisted of a very 
broad share of iron fixed to the body of the plough, which moved 
on one large and one small wheel, placed side by side, so that the 
whole machine reclined on the lesser wheel. It was guided, as 
usual, by one man, but twenty or more oxen are yoked to it two 
abreast. The ploughshare makes a furrow of considerable depth, 
and about 2 feet in width, and the work is performed with great 
despatch. The soil of this part of the plain was remarkably dark, 
and is said to be very rich and productive , notwithstanding the 
entire want of irrigation. I was told that wells have been sunk 
about 40 fathoms below the surface, and yet no water had been 
found. The high peaks of the Aleghez mountains near Erivan, 
which are covered with perpetual snow, bear S.E. of this village ; 
to the E. are other high mountains, also within the Russian line. 
Quitting Kilfoglu, we passed at some little distance from it a 
deserted Armenian village, situated near some marshy ground ; 
presently afterwards we had a view of Ararat, bearing S. of us, 
but its summit was enveloped in clouds. The mountains of 
Akalkelek were likewise visible to us at this point through an 
opening in the Childir range. At the 5th hour we reached two 
villages situated close together, called Paldervan and Krekdereh ; 
both were half deserted and in ruins. At the 6th hour we forded 
the Kars river, which is here a considerable stream, flowing to 
the S., and immediately afterwards passed through Jamushli, 
a large village, containing a mixed population of Turks, Persians, 
and Armenians ; it has in its centre a small stone tower, built, 
I was told, of materials brought from the ruins of Anni, and 
intended as a place of retreat and security against the attacks of 
Kurdish tribes, when they were in occupation of this part of the 
country. Leaving this, we soon after forded the Kara Khan, an 
insignificant stream, flowing by a village called Kizil Charchak, 
which we passed, and which is likewise inhabited by Turks, Per- 
sians, and Armenians, and possesses a stronghold like the former 
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one. Many other villages near this are provided with similar 
edifices. We observed those of Ergheneh, Uzun, Klissia, and 
Tikness Kalessi, near the road ; besides two or three others, the 
names of which I did not ascertain. The land around was highly 
cultivated, but the crops had as yet attained but small growth. 
We had quitted in this part the level ground, and got amongst 
small hillocks and undulating lands, and at about J-past 5 in the 
evening reached Malamosa, a large and apparently flourishing 
Persian village, situated at the foot of a low hill, which we crossed, 
and reached at about 6 o'clock an Armenian village called Ajak 
Kuli, containing about twelve houses, which are situated near 
the bank of the Arpa Chai, immediately opposite to Gumri. 
This village was only recently formed ; its inhabitants stated that 
they had quitted the pashalik of Mush to escape from the per- 
secutions of the Kurds, and had settled down here last year only, 
having been obliged to erect for themselves the habitations which 
now compose the village. Their intention, they said, was to have 
followed in the steps of others of their countrymen, who, for 
similar reasons, have emigrated from Turkey to the Russian pos- 
sessions ; but, arriving at Gumri, they were refused admittance, 
on the plea of there being no accommodation for so many in the 
quarantine, but they were recommended to settle down on this 
side of the river. They appeared well contented with their situ- 
ation. It is singular, if true, that the Russians should have 
opposed the settlement of these emigrants within their boundary, 
after the pains they have long been at to populate their own pro- 
vinces at the expense of Turkey. 

We took up our quarters for the night in the corner of a filthy 
stable, full of cows, calves, and buffaloes, which rendered the 
atmosphere so heated and disagreeable that I was glad to make 
my escape into the chill air in the middle of the night, when, 
wrapping myself in my cloak, I fell into a good slumber, undis- 
turbed by anything except the occasional cry of the Russian sen- 
tinels on duty at the fort. On the following morning I walked 
up some low hills immediately behind the village, to endeavour to 
obtain a view of the Russian works, but the distance prevented my 
seeing anything distinctly with the naked eye, and I had no glass 
with me. The space marked out for the fort occupies two ridges 
running parallel to each other and to the Arpa Chai, from which 
latter I should have judged them to be distant about half a mile, 
but I have since been told that it is considerably more than this : 
I estimated the length of the ground-plan at about a quarter of a 
mile, and was told that the breadth did not exceed half the length. 
The villagers were totally ignorant of what was going forward on 
the opposite side of the river, and could give me no information of 
any kind respecting the fort ; it was evident, however, that but 
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little progress had been made with it beyond the foundations : a 
large round tower has been constructed on the southern side,' 
which I am told is of great strength. The town of Gumri is 
situated below the place marked out for the fort on the eastern 
side, and is not seen from Ajak Kuli : beyond it is a considerable 
tract of plain country bounded by a range of mountains. 

20th. — We quitted the village at about seven in the morning, 
our road leading us southward along the banks of the Arpa Chai. 
On the opposite side of the river, akabas traversing the plain in 
all directions, and labourers busy at the plough, presented a 
cheerful sight : numerous villages scattered about the plain were 
visible in the distance. The Russians have guards stationed at 
certain distances along the bank of the stream, for the double pur- 
pose of preventing the importation of contraband articles and of 
hindering their soldiery from deserting — both objects, however, 
are but imperfectly attained. The contraband traffic is carried on 
with the assistance of the villagers whose habitations lie near to 
the stream, which is crossed during the night, and the goods trans- 
ported by bye-paths from village to village to the place of dis- 
posal. I was told, however, that the smugglers have of late been 
much more closely watched, and that they have been obliged in a 
great measure to suspend their operations. 

Our road led us by the Persian villages Karaklissia, and 
Aralik, which latter has a tower ; and, fording the Kara Khan 
river twice (the same which we yesterday passed at Kizil 
Charchak), came to another village named Bash Surijeh, which 
has also a tower, a large and handsome building in the style of a 
church, which it probably was at some distant period. Here our 
road turned off to the W. ; we ascended to higher ground and 
proceeded S.W. At the third hour we forded the Kars river, 
and immediately passed the village Arghuzun. A little S. of 
this the Kars river forms a junction with the Arpa Chai (the 
latter having already been augmented by the Kara Khan), and 
the three united streams then flow towards the Arras. Our road 
from Arghuzun led in a general direction S. past the village 
Illanli which is inhabited by Persians, near another village, and 
soon after to the banks of the Arpa Chai, after its junction with 
the Kars river. Continuing in the same direction, we reached 
the plain of Anni, at the commencement of which we passed on 
our left a church with a village near it : the plain is of no great 
extent, and is an arid, stony, and almost desert tract. Thus far 
we had traversed since the morning a fine grazing country, which 
is cultivated only in the vicinity of the villages ; few flocks or herds 
were to be seen, and the country seemed deserted except on the 
immediate line of our road. We crossed the plain in a south- 
westerly direction, and reached Anni at about half-past 1 p.m. 
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Outside this ruined and deserted town we found a few inhabited 
houses, in one of which we took up our. quarters ; and I then pro- 
ceeded to visit the ruins. They are situated on the S.W. corner 
of the plain on a plateau, which is bounded on all sides but one 
by a deep ravine. The Arpa Chai flows at the foot of it but on 
one side only, and continues its course S.W. ; a bridge of ancient 
construction affords a communication with the opposite bank of 
the stream. The sides of the ravine exhibited a deep stratum of 
very soft sandstone, hollowed into innumerable holes and caves, 
probably in most cases for sepulture ; many of them, however, 
were shaped like apartments, and may have served as habitations 
for the living : at present the wandering Kurds sometimes make 
these caves their abodes during winter. Ascending to the town 
from the ravine, I was struck with the solid and beautiful masonry 
of what remains of the walls and palace — the former are double 
' on the side unprotected by the ravine, the outer one bearing 
evident marks of the strife that must once have raged beneath 
them. They are marked with innumerable small indentations, 
produced very probably by the points of arrows or other sharp 
weapons with which the defenders of the walls were assailed. 

The remains of the palace are extensive, and several of the 
apartments are entire, with the exception of the roofs. The 
quantity of materials which has been carried away for buildings in 
various parts of the country is probably the chief cause, more than 
anything else, of the ruined state of this building and that of the 
city walls, both which, as I have before observed, being of re- 
markably solid construction, seem capable of resisting the wear of 
time for some centuries to come if undisturbed by earthquake and 
the destroying hand of the Turk. In many places, however, the 
walls have been actually undermined to get at the materials. In 
some places I observed great masses of stone supported merely 
by the adhesion of the mortar, which would prove the latter to 
have been of a very superior quality. There are many long 
Armenian inscriptions on the walls in excellent preservation ; I 
also observed on them the figures of a tiger, a horse, and of a man 
holding something globular in one hand. The area within the 
walls is covered with the prostrate remains of the houses, the 
forms of some of which may still be traced among the ruins, as 
may the outlines of some of the streets. Several spots unencum- 
bered by ruins would probably mark the former positions of 
public squares. Four or five churches, still in tolerable repair 
and of neat construction, remain as proofs of the taste of their 
Armenian founders; one of these, indeed, may justly be termed 
an elegant and handsome building : all have long inscriptions in 
Armenian, which it would require some days to copy ; and the 
interior of the walls are painted like other Christian churches in 
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Turkey with the figures of saints and other subjects from sa- 
cred history. Besides these edifices are two towers resembling 
Turkish minarets ; one of them has an Armenian inscription with 
a few Turkish characters above it, which may perhaps be sym- 
bolical of the vassalage under which the government of this petty 
Armenian kingdom was held. On the highest part of the plateau 
overlooking the ravine was situated the citadel, now apparently 
little more than a mass of ruins, though I did not ascend to it, 
owing to my indisposition at that time. 

Anni, the capital of the Pakiadian kings, was captured with 
great slaughter of the inhabitants by Alp Asian, one of the Sel- 
jukian princes, who succeeded Togrul Beg, the Turkish or Tatar 
leader in 1063, and subsequently filled the Persian throne. 
Kaghig, the king of Anni, was banished to Caesarea, and the 
town after its capture was given by the conqueror to a tribe of 
Kurds, who in their turn yielded it, after a violent struggle, to one 
of the kings of Georgia. This place is situated at 9 hours from 
Gumri, and nearly the same distance by the direct road from 
Kars. 

2lst. — We took our departure this morning at about eight 
o'clock, our road leading us for a short space in a direction W., 
and presently S.W. Soon afterwards we proceeded S. over a flat 
country, in taking which direction Ararat bore S.S.E. of us. 
Passing on our right a village called Cosujah, situated at the foot 
of low hills, we presently altered our direction to S.W. by S., and 
ascended to higher ground, where we found a small encampment 
of Kurds. During this much of our journey to-day I have ob- 
served no appearance of cultivation except near Cosujah, but the 
country affords fine grazing. Our route altered to S.W., and we 
traversed some flat ground, passing a village named Alem, which 
has a church: the inhabitants are Armenians and Persians. 
Ararat bore S. by E. of this village, and S. and by W. is an ele- 
vated peak, with Keorogli Kalissi, a castle, now in ruins on its 
summit. To our left, part of the plain of Erivan was visible — still 
no symptoms of cultivation except immediately around the vil- 
lages. We passed those of Digiole and Zebne towards the end 
of the fourth hour, the latter having a church in it. From hence 
the direction of our route was S. by W., which took us across 
some hills, and we descended into a valley to a large Armenian 
village called Zechchi, possessing also a church of neat con- 
struction but falling to decay. Our road from this led us S.W. 
through a well-cultivated country and near two or three villages, 
but we were overtaken with such a fierce storm of rain, wind and 
thunder, that whilst it lasted, and that was for a considerable 
time, it was impossible to take any notes; it ceased as we ap- 
proached the Kurghesman valley, into which we descended on 
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foot by a long and difficult path along its side until we reached at 
about 6 p.m. the pretty Armenian village of Kess, situated in a 
recess of the valley amidst gardens and groves of fruit-trees, 
chiefly the apple, pear, mulberry, and walnut. I wished to push 
on to Kurghesman that evening, but was dissuaded from making 
the attempt by the wretched condition of our cattle (the same 
which had brought us from Kars), and by the peasants assuring 
us that it would be impossible to get across the Arras during the 
night, as the ferry by which it is passed is not continued after sun- 
set, and the river was too much swollen to admit of our fording it. 
On the opposite side of the valley we could observe a large en- 
campment of the Jennukki Kurds, amounting, I was told, to 
about 300 tents. These people frequently pass the river, and 
plunder the unfortunate villagers of whatever comes in their way; 
and so reckless are they of the injury they may be doing these 
poor people that they not unfrequently, I was assured, in the 
wantonness of their mischief, destroy the vines and trees, on the 
produce of which the villagers mainly depend for many of their 
little comforts. 

22wd. — We left Kess at about 1\ a.m., and continued our road 
up the valley, which runs nearly E. and W. Its general feature 
is a bold and rugged outline ; its length, breadth and depth, are 
very considerable ; but it is not otherwise remarkable, being de- 
void of trees and cultivation, except in some few parts. Mountains 
of great height form its southern side, in the recesses of which I 
was told the oak is found. We gradually approached the Arras, 
on the opposite bank of which Kurghesman is situated ; the ferry 
being higher up the stream, we passed Kurghesman, and on our 
way met the mutzellim of that place, who appointed one of his 
attendants to accompany me to it and provide us with horses. In 
about half an hour we reached the ferry, which is effected by 
means of a raft of wicker-work supported on inflated skins — it is 
so unwieldy an affair that to track it up against the current to the 
proper place for a start is a work of some difficulty and time. 
We, however, got across on it very well, the current bearing us 
along with great rapidity till we reached the opposite bank. A 
man with a long wooden shovel, which he used both as an oar and 
rudder, sometimes on one and sometimes on the other side of the 
raft, steered us with much dexterity across the stream. Our 
horses were then driven over, the water occasionally reaching 
above their shoulders. At this part I should think the river must 
be about 80 yards in breadth. Having replaced our baggage on 
the cattle we turned back to Kurghesman, which proved to be 
a large cassaba, containing about 200 families of Turks and 
Christians, and is embosomed in gardens and groves of fruit-trees ; 
the pear, apple, plum, cherry and walnut trees, appeared to be in 
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great abundance ; and it is from hence that the surrounding 
country is supplied with these productions. I was unable to pro- 
cure horses to proceed with at once, and was detained here till 
the following day. 

23rd. — We got off soon after daylight. The road from 
hence across the mountains was declared to be impracticable, 
owing to the depth of snow still remaining on them. I was there- 
fore forced to take the more circuitous route by Zerap Khauch, 
where I was erroneously informed I should find fresh horses to 
proceed with. We procured excellent cattle at Kurghesman, and 
resumed our route up the side of the valley, which led us con- 
tinually by steep ascents and descents, and by narrow and preci- 
pitous paths, which much fatigued our horses. The valley, ser- 
pentining in a general direction of S.W., narrowed gradually as 
we advanced, the Arras occupying nearly its whole breadth at the 
bottom, which sometimes obliged us to scramble over rocks over- 
hanging the stream. At about the 4th hour we turned up ano- 
ther valley, leaving the Arras to our right, flowing from a north- 
westerly direction, and soon after we alighted at the Kurdish 
village Zerap Khauch, which contains 50 or 60 houses : very few 
of the inhabitants could understand Turkish. Here no horses 
were procurable ; and my guards, who were furnished me from 
Kurghesman without my applying for them, refused to proceed 
any further. They should have been quite at liberty to return, 
but, to my mortification, I discovered that they were in truth the 
owners of the horses we had hired. After a vast deal of uproar, 
and a show on their part to take the horses away by force, which 
I was determined to resist, I mounted, telling them that they 
might follow or not as they pleased, but that they should not get 
their horses till I reached Toprak Kaleh; and starting off with 
my own people, and driving on the loads, the fellows soon made 
up their minds to follow me. 

A small and rapid stream flows through this valley and unites 
with the Arras. Our road led us up its side in a south-westerly 
direction for a short space, when we quitted it to ascend by a 
steep path to some flat country, crossing which, and passing two 
wretched villages, we arrived at a third, called Gholojah, inha- 
bited solely by Kurds. Here I had promised the guards that I 
would rest the horses before crossing the mountains in front of 
us ; we accordingly put up at one of the houses, where we pro- 
cured refreshments. The females of the house did not conceal 
their faces ; one amongst them was young and good-looking, and 
apparently but recently married, but she was sadly disfigured by 
a ring, with a large flat ornament to it, which hung to the side of 
her nose, and which frightful appendage seemed to be considered 
only proper for the youthful, as I did not observe any of the 
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elderly matrons similarly distinguished, neither did I see any nose 
encumbered with more than one ring. 

This is apparently a flourishing village, the inhabitants being 
rich in cattle and other live stock. They appeared to be a very 
hospitable and inoffensive people. I had a renewal of the dis- 
pute with the guards, who refused to proceed that evening across 
the mountains, on account of the danger of the road, although 
they had promised to take me across before next morning. They 
pretended that the road over the hills was infested with Kurds, 
who would inevitably rob and murder us all ; and they induced 
the villagers to represent the journey at night as fraught with 
danger to the party, and likely to entail serious consequences on 
them in the event of any misfortune befalling us. I had, how- 
ever, made up my mind, and, convinced that there was no real 
danger to be apprehended, and being very desirous of pushing 
on, I refused to listen to any arguments for delay. However, we 
did not get off before nine in the evening : several of the villagers 
volunteered to escort us over the hills, in expectation of a present, 
and thus accompanied — our other guards having also decided on 
following — we resumed our journey. The moon had not risen, 
and we had to grope our way in complete darkness, our path 
leading through a valley to the mountains ; on reaching which 
the ascent presently became very steep — in some places almost 
perpendicular — the horses toiling up with extreme difficulty. I 
walked the whole way up, and, encumbered with heavy travelling 
clothes, which, with the exertion, kept me in the most profuse 
perspiration, found it no easy matter to keep up with the party, 
from fatigue and exhaustion. I was sorry not to be able to ascer- 
tain the height of these mountains. The snow was still lingering 
on them in deep patches about the summit ; on attaining which 
the moon had risen, enabling us to find our way down the other 
side by a long and tedious descent. As to the danger of the road 
from robbers, we encountered none, not meeting with a soul on 
the way. Descending into the plain of Alishkert, we moved 
along it at a rapid pace, and reached Toprak Kaleh just at day- 
light. I immediately ordered fresh horses to proceed with, and 
lost no time in taking advantage of the interval thus afforded me 
to get some sleep. 

Toprak Kaleh has a small fort crowning the rock on which 
the tower stands. The place may contain 150 to 200 houses, 
of which about 50 belong to Armenians. The plain is a fine 
tract of rich soil, watered by the Murad Chai and many smaller 
streams ; but here again the scarcity of hands to cultivate it leaves 
nearly the whole a waste, on which the scanty herds of the few 
villages remaining inhabited on it find abundant pasturage. The 
departure of the Armenians with the Russian army was the first 
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cause of the present deserted appearance of this plain ; many of 
the emigrants, however, returned to their former houses, but most 
of these again abandoned the country, to escape the persecutions 
of Temir, pasha of Bayazid, and the oppression of the Kurdish 
tribes. 

I refer to a note below for distances of places situated on my 
route from Erzerum to Toprak Kaleh ; and to that of a series 
of barometrical observations from the former place to Tabriz, in 
Persia. 

Itinerary. 
Erzerum to Itt . 
Itt to Bardos 
Bardos to Kars . 
Kars to Ajak Kuli, near Gumri 
Ajak Kuli to Anni 
Anni to Kurghesman . 
Kurghesman to Zerap Khauch 
Zerap Khauch to Toprak Kaleh 



13 hours. 




• 11 „ 


Post station 


• 12 „ 


Ditto. 


• 12 „ 




• 8 „ 




• 12 „ 


Ditto. 


• 6 „ 




• 7 „ 


Ditto. 


81 hours. 





Barometrical Observations. 











Centigrade 


Place. 


Remarks. 


Barometer. 


Thermometer. 


D. 


A. 


Erzerum .... 


Mean of 3 observations. 


23-987 


14 8 


15-1 


Ghirreh Kusak . . . 


» 2 




23-677 


9-3 


10-2 


Mountain Road, 5 hours from 












ditto, highest part . . 


» 1 


j, 


22-200 


10 


9-5 


Itt 


,. 2 




24-545 


8-2 


10-2 


Mountain Road, 6 hours from 












Itt, highest part . 


,. 1 


» 


22-622 


4-5 


5-3 


Bardos .... 


„ 2 


„ 


24-348 


6-3 


9-1 


Kars ..... 


,» 3 




24-522 


14-1 


14-8 


Ajak Kuli, near Gumri 


„ 1 


„ 


25-312 


5-1 


7-8 


Anni ..... 


2 


„ 


25-335 


17-4 


18-1 


Kess ..... 


>, 1 




25-570 


16 


17 


Kurghesman . . . 


., 1 


„ 


25-448 


20 


20-2 


Toprak Kaleh 


,, 1 


„ 


24-530 


20 


20-6 


Kara Klissia .... 


1 


» 


24-950 


14-3 


15-1 


Diyadin .... 


„ 1 


,J 


24-112 


17-4 


17-5 


Bayazid, halfway up the hill . 


1 


» 


24-322 


11-8 


13-5 


Kara Ayna .... 


,, 1 


)» 


24-450 


17 


17-5 


Surface of Urumia Lake. 


» 1 


» 


25-900 


22 


23-1 


Tabriz .... 


„ 6 


)» 


25-489 


25-3 


25-2 



